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PREFACE. 



The foUowing pages having been penned from 
recollection, inaccuracies may appear; but it is 
believed they contain a tolerably correct, though 
imperfect account of the first campaign in 
Affghanistan, and of the. subsequent operations 
of the Candahar force, under Major-General Sir 
William Nott. 

The brevity of the work will account for the 
omission of various occurrences, more especially 
in that portion of it which treats of the victorious 
march of the British through Afghanistan, under 
the command of His Excellency Sir John Keane ; 
many events and anecdotes are, however, recorded 
of which no mention has yet been made; the 
reader will, therefore, find new matter to repay 
him for the trouble of perusal, and it is hoped 
the Narrative will not be found totally devoid of 
interest. 



IV PREFACE. 

The exploits of individuals have been promi- 
nently noticed, in justice to many who have 
received no reward ; and, whatever motives may 
have led to the omission of their names in the 
public despatches, they may rest assured their 
services will ever be acknowledged by those who 
witnessed their gallantry ,in the field. 

The first part of this hurried sketch was com- 
mitted to writing immediately after the operations 
of the Army of the Indus, in 1839; but, being 
intended as a private journal, was laid aside, 
until subsequent events induced the writer to 
continue his notes. The proceedings of the 
Candahar force having hitherto been only 
partially detailed, the present review of them 
may afford amusement to those who feel an 
interest in the recent eventful period of Indian 
history. 

The writer will offer no apology for his 
reminiscences connected with a series of impor- 
tant operations, in which disasters and successes 
were so strongly blended. His object is " nothing 
to extenuate, nor set down aught in malice;" 
but to give a simple and unvarnished account of 
proceedings in which he was an humble though 
not unobservant actor. 
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PART FIRST. 

The Supreme Government of India having 
determined on the restoration of His Majesty- 
Shah Soojah-ool-Moolk to the throne of Cahul, 
orders were given in July, 1838, for the concen- 
tration of a force on the north-western frontier of 
India for the purpose of carrying into effect the 
contemplated object. In the month of September 
the several corps destined for this service w^ere in 
motion towards the general rendezvous, Feroze- 
pore, where the " Army of the Indus," (a desig- 
nation given it by the then Commander-in-Chief, 
Sir Henry Fane,) was to be embodied previous to 
its march for the scene of operations. 

By the end of November the whole of the 
corps d'arm^e was assembled at Ferozepore, where 

B 



2 INSPECTION OF TROOPS. 

the necessary preparations were made for the 
ensuing campaign. The troops were inspected in 
presence of the Governor-General, Lord Auckland^ 
and His Highness Maharajah Runjeet Sing, who, 
as parties to the treaty entered into to restore 
Shah Soojah, thus publicly evinced their partici- 
pation in the projected measure.^ 

Intelligence was received at this time of the 
retreat of the Persians from Herat, which caused 
a reduction of the force intended for service in 
Affghanistan. The second division, consisting of 
two brigades of infantry, a large proportion of 
artillery, and a regiment of irregular cavalry, was 
aooordingly ordered to remain at Ferozepore as a 
^^ reserve," under the command of Major-Genend 
Duncan, of the Bengal army« 

Circumstances at the same time induced His 
Excellency Sir Henry Fane to resign the com- 
mand of the ''Army of the Indus;" and Sir 
John Keane, Commander-in-Chief at Bombay, was 
appointed his successor. 

A considerable force had been directed to move, 

* The parties to the "Tripartite Treaty'* were the 
Governor-General of India, Maharajah' Runjeet Sing, and 
His Majesty Shah Soojah ; bnt the latter personage, owing 
it was said, to some scruples of rank^ did not attend on 
this occasion. 



STRENGTH OF THE BENGAL COLUMN. 3 

simultaneously. with the Bengal troops, from the 
Bomhay Presidency, and after dictating terms to 
the Ameers of Scinde and securing the communi- 
cation by the river Indus, a junction was to take 
place at Shikarpore. 

These matters being satisfactorily arranged, the 
Bengal Column of the Army of the Indus, under 
the command of Major-General Sir Willoughby 
Cotton, commenced its march from Ferozepore 
early in December, and proceeded by Bhawulpore 
along the left bank of the rivers Sutledge and 
Indus towards Bukkur.* 

* The Bengal Colamn consisted of — 

1 * T r *- C H.M/s 13th Light Infantry. 
Ist Infantry y jg^^ g^^^^j ^^^^^ Infentry. 
isngaae. ^ ^^^^ 3^^^^^, Native Infantry. 

rt JT r A C3l8t Bengal Native Infantry. 
2nd Infantry \ ^^nd BeSgal Native Infantry. 
Jingaae. ^ ^3^.^ Bengal Native Infantry. 

A*i. T«^ ♦«, f Bengal 1st European Kegiment. 
R • ?^ I 36th Bengal Native Infantry, 
ungaae. ^ g^^j^ Bengal Native Infantry, 

r H.M.'s 16th Lancers. ■> A 1^ 4., t*..^«.»i 
Cavalry. \ 2nd Light Cavalry, i^^ nfJZ^ 
^ (.3rdLi|htCavalr/. } ^^^^'^^^^ 

C 2 Troops Horse Artillery. 
Artillery. < 1 Battery, 9-pounders. 
C Heavy Train. 

Two companies of Sappers. 

The Shah*s force numbered upwards of 6000 Hindos- 
tanees of all arms, audjwas at this time under the command 
of Major-General Simpson. 



4 BOREE— -FORT OP BUKKUR. 

Owing to the exertions of the civil authori- 
ties, an abundant supply of provisions had been 
prepared on this route ; and the roads being good, 
no difficulty whatever was experienced, and the 
Column arrived at Roree— an ancient city situated 
on the left bank of the Indus, immediately oppo- 
site to Bukkur,'in the end of January — in high 
health and spirits. 

A halt of several days took place here to enable 
Sir Alexander Bumes, the ^political agent, to 
complete certain negotiations with the Ameer of 
Khyrpore, one of the stipulations being the sur- 
render of the fort of Bukkur, which after some 
delay was complied with, when a detachment, 
consisting of the 85th Bengal Native Infantry, 
and a fiank company from the 16th and 48th 
regiments, crossed the river in boats and took 
possession of the place. 

The 35th regiment, under Lieut- Colonel Mon- 
teath, was left in garrison here ; and the 2nd and 
4th brigades of Infantry, the 2nd regiment Light 
Cavalry and the Artillery park under the command 
of Major- General Nott,* took up a position near 
the town of Roree. The remainder of the force, 

* General Nott's force afterwards followed with the 
heavy ordnance towards Hjdrabad, bat only marched a 
few gtages when the order to return was received. 



BRIDGE OF BOATS ACROSS THE INDUS. 5 

under Major-Genend Cotton, advanced into Lower 
Scinde to co-operate, if necessary, with the Bom- 
bay troops under His Excellency Sir John Keane' 
who, on approaching Hydrabad, found the Ameers 
disposed to evade the terms offered them by the 
Supreme Government. 

After marching about seventy miles in the direc- 
tion of Hydrabad, Sir John Keane announced the 
settlement of affairs in that quarter ; and the Bengal 
troops accordingly retraced their steps, disappointed 
in their hopes of prize-money, of which the 
Scinde treasury was expected to afford a rich 
harvest, but happy to quit a country which even 
then, in the month of February, was oppressively 
hot. 

A bridge of boats had been thrown across the 
Indus in the interior by the Engineer Department,* 
immediately between the fort of Bukkur, where 
the span of the river was upwards of three 
hundred yards in the principal channel, a smaller 
branch having been likewise bridged over. The 
current in the larger channel was extremely rapid, 

* The construction of this hridge, and the behaviour of 
the troops on the march irom Ferozepore to Bukkur, were 
subjects of a complimentarj order by His Ezcelleacj Sir 
Henrj Fane, the last which that justly-lamented and nohle- 
^linded soldier issued to the Bengal Army. 



6 SHIKARPORE. 

and the difficulty of obtaining a snffieient number 
of boats, wood for fastenings, and material for 
anchors, was very great ; notwithstanding which, 
the bridge was completed in an incredibly short 
time, to the astonishment of the civil authorities, 
who had declared such an undertaking impossible ; 
and the admirable manner in which it was con- 
structed reflected the highest credit on the Bengal 
Engineer Department, under that scientific officer. 
Major George Thompson. 

The passage of the river would have been 
dangerous, and attended in all probability with 
serious loss, had this bridge not been constructed ; 
but in two days the whole of the army, vnth its 
vast crowd of followers and materiel, had crossed, 
without the occurrence of a single accident. 

After crossing the Indus, the Column proceeded 
to Shikarpore, where the artillery and infantry 
arrived about the middle of February; the 
cavalry remaining at a place called Kye, between 
Bukkur and Shikarpore, where forage was more 
abundant. 

As Shikarpore was the base of operations, where 
the forces from Bengal and Bombay were to form 
a junction, it was supposed that a halt would take 
place here, until the arrival of His Excellency 
Sir John Keane; but after a few days' delay. 



DADUR. 7 

orders were unexpectedly given for an immediate 
advance; and on the 2drd of Febniary, the cavahry 
moved forward, followed hy the artillery and 
infoutry, with exception of the 4th brigade, left 
as escort to His Majesty Shah Soojah. The 3 1st 
and 42d regiments also remained at Shikarpore, 
until relieved by Bombay troops. After advancing 
a few stages, the progress of the Column was 
suddenly arrested on the border of a desert, where 
neither water nor forage was procurable. 

It was found necessary to push the troops across 
this barren waste by small detachments. A 
squadron of H.M.'s 16th Lancers proceeded first, 
and with the utmost difficulty reached the farther 
side of the desert, where, by digging holes, a 
scanty supply of brackish water was obtained. 

The remainder of the force then followed in 
small parties, so as to. occasion as little inconve- 
nience as possible ; and the same order of march 
was preserved for upwards of 120 miles, to a place 
called Dadur, where, fortunately, water and forage 
were found in sufficient quantities to admit of the 
Column closing up and halting, until the Bolan 
Pass could be examined. 

MajorGarden, Deputy-Quarter-Master-General, 
proceeded on this duty, escorted by a party of 
cavalry and infantry, under Major Cureton, H.M.'s 



8 THE BOLAN PASS. 

16th Lancers, but was recalled before he had 
completed the survey. A favourable report, how- 
ever, having been received of the road from other 
sources, the march was resumed; and with the 
exception of a scarcity of forage, no difficulty was 
experienced in effecting the passage of this much* 
dreaded defile. 

The ascent was gradual, and the road, though 
rocky, and in some places heavy for artillery, 
was by no means impracticable. The scenery was 
wildly romantic; and as no enemy appeared, op- 
portunities offered of visiting the surrounding 
mountains, and enjoying the magnificent views 
which this formidable pass presents. On clearing 
the defile, an immense expanse of level country 
met the eye, covered with wild thyme and tulips, 
and over this fragrant plain the route lay, as far as 
Quetta, a distance of 20 .miles ; where Sir Wil- 
loughby Cotton resolved upon halting until the 
arrival of the* Commander-in-Chief, to whose 
head-quarters Major Craigie, Deputy-Adjutant- 
General, had returned, to represent the state of 
affairs, with a view of showing His Excellency the 
expediency of proceeding without delay to the 
front. 

It must here be remarked, that the sudden and 
ill-advised movement from Shikarpore, before 
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ILL-ADVISED MOVEMENT FROM SHIKARPORE* 9 

supplies had been collected, carriage procured > or, 
in fact, any plan ^ concerted for the approaching 
campaign, proved most unfortunate, entailing 
much misery on the troops and followers through- 
out the march to Cabul, which a short delay would 
have averted. 

The mistake was discovered too late for remedy. 
On arriving at Quetta, the Commissariat had 
barely sufficient in store to provision the army for 
twenty days. The country promised nothing, and 
the inhabitants evinced a disinclination to assist 
us. In this dilemma, the troops were placed on 
half rations, and the camp followers on a reduced 
allowance of food, which hardly sufficed to support 
nature; and until the arrival of the army at 
Ghuznee, their condition could not be improved, — 
hundreds dying on the way from actual starva- 
tion. 

Sir Alexander Bumes having great reliance on 
the fealty of Meerab Khan, the Chief of Khelat, 
proceeded thither from Quetta for the purpose of 
procuring supplies ; but instead of obtaining any 
assistance, he met with a most ungracious recep- 
tion, and was glad to return without accomplishing 
his object, having suspicion of an intention on 
the part of this treacherous chief to make him 
prisoner. 



10 LUDICROUS ENGOUNTER. 

Assistance from this quarter was, therefore, 
hopeless; and Sir W. Cotton, it was said, strongly 
urged an immediate movement against Khehtt. 
If such was the case, subsequent events |»roved 
the advice admirable, and it was a pity it was 
not acted upon ; for the downfall of that blood- 
thirsty freebooter, Meerab Elhan, at this juncture, 
would have saved serious loss of life and pro- 
perty, which occurred in this part of the country 
before the capture of Khelat ; and would also 
have effectually secured our communications with 
Scinde, which were cut off the instant the army 
advanced from Quetta. 

The eagerness to come to blows with the enemy 
was rather ludicrously evinced during the halt 
at Quetta, in the following manner : — 

A party of marauders having succeeded in 
carrying off some camels into the gorge of a 
mountain about four miles from camp, the alarm 
was given, and a detachment of cavalry was sent 
immediately in pursuit. The robbers were, however, 
experienced hands ; and on being pressed rather 
closely, dropped a few matchlock men to distract 
attention, and enable them to escape with their 
booty. This display of opposition was soon mag- 
nified into a general engagement, and a certain 



SIR JOHN KEANE ASSUMES THE COMMAND. 1 1 

sta£P officer came galloping inio camp shouting 
out that hostilities had commeuced. 

A wing of infantry and a squadron of cayalry 
were at once ordered out ; and fearing this force 
might not be sufficient, a regiment and two nine- 
pounder guns were directed to follow. On reach- 
ing the scene of action, one or two straggling 
footmen were discoyered ; and the detachment, 
after marching upwards of ten miles over a hilly 
country in pursuit of an imaginary foe, at length 
abandoned the chase ; the ardour of all parties 
being considerably cooled. So irresistible, how- 
ever, was the excitement on this occasion, that 
every officer whose presence was not elsewhere 
required took the field in the hope of a skirmish. 

On the 5th of April, His Excellency Sir John 
Keane reached Quetta, and assumed the general 
command. 

The troops having been for some days on re- 
duced rations, without a prospect of the stores 
being replenished, it became necessary to decide at 
once what course to pursue. In this critical state 
of affisiirs, His Excellency found the army. In 
no way staggered, however, he immediately or- 
dered an advance ; and on the 7th of April the 
march was resumed, the Commissariat having 



12 YALLET OF PISHGEX. 

barely sufficient to provision the troops as far as 
Candahar. 

Shortly after leaving Qnetta^ the army entered 
the valley of Pisheen, so beautifully described in 
Bumes' travels. 

Tlie lovers of romantic scenery anticipated 
much delight from gazing on this terrestrial para- 
dise; and their disappointment may, therefore, 
be imagined, when, instead of the elysium they 
had pictured to themselves, a bleak and confined 
glen, studded with numerous wretched hovels, 
with a few patches of green cultivation thinly 
interspersed with fruit trees, was pointed out as 
the fairy land : but it is fortunate when travel- 
lers are gifted with a flowery imagination, which 
enables them to view the most sterile waste with 
a pleasing eye, thus cheering them on their weary 
and often dangerous joumeyings. 

A little beyond the valley of Pisheen, the 
Kojuck Pass, an obstacle Of a most formidable 
nature, presented itself. This mountain stands 
several thousand feet above the plain : the road 
at the time was quite impracticable for artiQery ; 
but the engineers, with much labour, improved 
it, and, after two days' detention, the troops 
commenced the passage. A week was occupied 



THE KOJUCK PASS. 13 

in overcoming this barrier ; and had it not been 
for the extraordinary exertions of the soldiers, 
European and Native, who were constantly 
employed in dragging the heavy ordnance and 
stores over the heights, the delay here might have 
been attended with the most disastrous conse-* 
quences. 

The confined and rugged tracks across this 
ghat caused much confusion and crowding 
amongst the baggage-cattle ; and loss of property, 
to a very great extent, was sustained, the plun- 
derers who infested the surrounding country 
being ready to carry off the loads of such animals 
as dropped ; but still considering the magnitude 
of the obstacle so unexpectedly encountered, there 
was reason for congratulation in having so easily 
overcome it. 

A short distance in advance of the Kojuck 
Pass the Candahar chiefs had assembled their 
followers, with the avowed determination of op- 
posing the British army ; but the disaffection of 
Hadgee Khan Kaken, who deserted them and 
joined His Majesty Shah Soojah, caused their 
retreat and total dispersion, dissipating for the 
time all hopes of honour and glory. 

The country over which the troops now 
marched was a barren waste, and the scarcity 



14 MELANCHOLY LOBS OF LIFE. 

of water occasioned much distress. Hundreds 
of followers perished daily from thirst and 
starvation; and on one occasion the cavalry 
brigade, having by mistake, arising from a sup- 
posed deficiency of water, proceeded beyond 
the proper encamping ground, sufiered most 
severely. Horses dropped on the road, the riders 
goading on the poor jaded animals with their 
lances; and when at length they reached a 
muddy stream, men and horses rushed simul- 
taneously forward, dashing into the water; and 
so exhausted were many, that it was with 
difficulty they were saved from drowning* 
Fortunately the army was now near Candahar, 
the troops being almost worn out, and the 
Commissariat supplies nearly expended. Had 
opposition been experienced at this crisis, or 
even had the elements warred against us, destruc- 
tion would have been inevitable. Providence, 
however, willed it otherwise, and the army of 
the Indus arrived at Candahar on the 28th of 
April, with barely two dayg provisions in reserve, 
thus miraculously accomplishing the first import- 
ant part of the expedition. 

His Majesty Shah Soojah entered Candahar 
before the British army, having ascertained that 
the place was evacuated, and being impatient to 



OANDAHAB. 15 

take possession of one of the principal cities of 
his extensive dominions. 

This city has heen so frequently described, that 
a detjuled account of it is unnecessary. It is 
situated in a plain, with a low range of hills in 
the distance. In shape it is an oblong, about 
three miles in circumference, surrounded by a 
wall, twelve feet in height, of considerable thick- 
ness, but is by no means strong, and might be 
escaladed at any point. Filth is the characteristic 
of the town and its inhabitants, who have likewise 
established a reputation for rapacity which none 
who have been thrown in contact with them will 
deny.* 

The reception of His Majesty Shah Soojah, at 
Candahar, was described by the Envoy, Sir 
William MacNaghten, as most enthusiastic. No 
feeling of the kind was apparent after the arrival 
of the British army ; but on the contrary, a gloom 

* Li«ut. Inverarity, H. M.'s 16th Lancers, was brutally 
murdered within a few miles of Candahar, in the Baba 
WuUy Pass, leading to the valley of the Ungundab. This 
oflScer was returning from a fishing excursion with Lieut. 
Wilmer, of the same regiment, when they were suddenly 
attacked. Lieut. Inverarity being in advance, was imme- 
diately overpowered; but Lieut. Wilmor effected his 
escape, though closely pursued for several miles. 



16 THE TROOPS OF BOTH PBESIDENCIES JOIN. 

seemed to peivade all ranks; and at a grand 
ceremony that took place on the occasion of his 
Majesty's installation, not a single personage of 
importance attended to pay him homage, al- 
though precautions had been taken to restrain 
the populace, who were expected to assemble in 
such multitudes round the throne as to incon- 
venience royalty ! 

About the middle of May, the Bombay Column, 
under Major-Gen. Willshire, arrived ; the troops 
of both Presidencies were therefore now combined, 
and the army of the Indus may be said to have 
been formed at Candahar. 

The halt here conduced much to recruit the 
troops, after their previous harassing march; 
and luckily they were allowed to enjoy quiet 
for some time, only one small detachment being 
employed on service, under Brigadier Sale. 

This detachment proceeded to a fort (Girishk) 
of some strength, situated on the river Helmund, 
and about eighty miles from Candahar, in the 
direction of Herat, where it was supposed 
Kohondel Khan, one of the most powerful of 
the Candahar Sirdars, had taken refuge. 

The Helmund is a rapid stream of considerable 
depth, but Captain Sanders, of the En^eers, 
succeeded in constructing a raft on empty casks. 
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by which the troops crossed ; and the fort being 
unoccupied, a small garrison, consisting of a por-^ 
tion of the Shah's contingent, was left there, and 
the remainder of the detachment rejoined head- 
quarters. 

A friendly mission was at this time despatched 
to Herat, under the direction of Local Major 
Todd, military secretary to the Envoy, with 
whom were associated several other officers, and 
a small detail of Bengal Sappers. The objects 
of this mission were, the maintenance of a good 
understanding between the Government of India, 
and Shah Kam-ran, of Herat, and to assist 
that prince in placing his fortress in a proper 
state of defence.* 

The army had now remained encamped nearly 
two months at Candahar, awaiting the harvest, 
and a convoy of supplies expected from Shikar- 
pore. This convoy at length arrived ; but from 
roguery, and losses on the road, the quantity of 

* The objects of this mission failed most signally. After 
expending a vast quantity of treasure (which was ghnrig 
ammunition to the enemy), it was found necessary to stop 
the supplies, when our officers were immediately insulted, 
and compelled to flee for their lives; the ruler of Herat, 
Kam-ran, and his Minister, Yar Mahomed, laughing at our 
foUy. 

c 
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provisions was so much diminished, that the 
Commissariat ohtuned but little addition to their 
stores. 

An advance v^as, however, ordered; a force 
composed partly of British, and partly of His 
Majesty Shah Soojah's troops, being left to gar- 
rison Gandahar, and secure the communications 
with the rear. 

The country through which the army passed 
immediately after leaving Gandahar, belonged to 
the Ghilzees, who acknowledged no superior. 
Negotiations had been entered into with these 
chiefs by the political authorities, but without 
success ; the money which was sent them being 
retained, and the ambassadors treated with inso- 
lence, and directed to convey to Shah Soojah their 
defiance and determination to oppose him to the 
utmost. Hostilities were therefore considered 
inevitable, but no general attack was made on the 
army, although parties of horsemen were observed 
hovering on our flanks, and the line of baggage 
was occasionally threatened. 

On approaching Ghuznee, the place was said 
to be evacuated, but the conflicting statements 
induced the Gommander-in-Ghief to take precau- 
tions ; and the troops accordingly moved on this 
fortress in three parallel columns. 
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As the day dawned, the walls became visible, 
and presented a much more imposing and formi- 
dable appearance than description had led us to 
expect. 

The columns had approached to within half a 
mile of the fortress, and were just clearing some 
enclosed orchards, when a heavy fire suddenly 
opened, which was the first intimation of the 
presence of an enemy. 

Parties of matchlock men were in possession of 
walled gardens outside the fort, whence they 
maintained a galling fire, but were quickly dis* 
lodged by the flank companies of the 16th and 
48 th regiments of Bengal Native Infantry, who 
had the honour of first engaging the enemy, and 
performed their duty in gallant style. Captain 
Graves, of the 16th, was here severely wounded, 
and Lieutenant Yan Homrigh, of the 48th regi- 
ment, slightly ; but the loss was very trifling. 

The whole of the troops were now before the 
place, the artillery playing upon the walls, but 
without effect, save to make the enemy show their 
strength ; the distance and small calibre of our 
guns rendering their practice useless. 

As it was desirable to reconnoitre the fortress, 
Maj. Garden, Deputy-Quarter-Master-General, ac- 
companied by Capt. Thompson, Chief Engineer, 
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proceeded on this duty, escorted by a party of 
cavalry and infantry ; the troops meanwhile 
retiring out of range of fire, and bivouacking. 

On the return of this party, an order was given 
for the immediate move of the army to the further 
side of the fortress. 

This was a delicate movement in presence of an 
enemy : the artillery and cavalry made a detour 
to the right, and the infantry to the left, to gain 
the new position, which was on the north-east side 
of the fort, commanding the Cabul road, and 
bringing the troops opposite the gateway by 
which the assault was to be made. The right 
column gained the new ground easily, but the 
infantry lost their way, and having a steep hill to 
cross, night came on before the movement was 
completed, the garrison keeping up a constant fire 
from the walls, which was fortunately, however, 
harmless. 

The following day (the 22nd of July) was 
occupied in preparing for the assault which was 
to take place the next morning. 

The storming party consisted of H.M.'s 2nd, 
Idth, and 17th Foot, and the 1st Bengal European 
Begiment ; and was divided into '' an advance," 
composed of a flank company from each of these 
regiments, under Lt.-Colonel Dennie, H.M.'s 13th 
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Foot ; the remainder being "the support :" the 
whole under the command of Brigadier Sale. 

The ''reserve," namely, the 16th and 48th 
regiments Bengal Native Infantry, with five com- 
panies of the 35th Bengal Native Infantry, was 
placed under the orders of Major-General Cotton. 

The artillery was commanded by Brigadier 
Stevenson, Bombay army; and the cavalry by 
Major-General Thackwell, of H.M/s service. 

The whole force was in position for attack by 
3 o'clock on the morning of the 2drd of July, and 
the troops moved so silently and steadily to their 
respective posts, that the garrison was appa- 
rently unaware of their approach, until our guns 
opened on the walls. 

The artillery was formed on rising ground front- 
ing the citadely and partially covered by ruined 
buildings ; while the infantry were drawn up in 
column on the main road leading to the gateway, 
in the order of assault, vnth light infantry thrown 
out as skirmishers on the left. Three companies 
of the 35th regiment were posted on the south 
side of the town to make a false attack. The 
cavalry were distributed round the walls to inter- 
cept the fugitives, and the 19 th Bombay Native 
Infantry was placed as a corps of observation on 
the Cabul road.. 
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His Excellency the Cominander-in-Ckief, and 
staff, took up a position on an eminence command- 
ing a yiew of the citadel and point of assault. 

At three o'clock precisely, Captain Hay's de- 
tachment commenced the false attack; and the 
"walls were immediately illuminated with the most 
brilliant blue lights, and the garrison opened a 
heavy fire from all sides. The ivhole of our 
artillery now returned the fire ; and the engineers, 
led by Lieutenant Durand, advanced with the 
powder bags, which were placed unobserved close 
to the gate. Some little delay occurred in light- 
ing the fuzee, but it ignited in a few minutes, and 
the gateway was blown to pieces. Owing to the 
darkness, an entrance was at first thought im- 
practicable; but the advance, gallantly led by 
Colonel Dennie, and supported by Brigadier Sale, 
pushed forward and carried the place without 
much opposition, the garrison being evidently 
panic struck ;* and in less than half an hour the 
fortress was in our possession, and the British 

* The only opposition experienced was between the 
^adrance" and "support/' where Brigadier Sale, and 
some officers and men were wounded. Colonel Dennie 
entered unopposed, and moved to the left instead of to the 
right which led towards the citadel ; this mistake was 
owing to the darkness of the morning. 
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flag proudly waving over the walls of a citadel 
hitherto thought impregnahle. Nothing could 
surpass the cool and resolute bravery of our 
troops ; and, indeed, the prompt manner in which 
the assault was executed paralyzed the garrison 
and rendered them incapable of resistance, which 
accounts for the trifling loss on our side.* 

The excellent behaviour of the men within the city 
equalled their courage in the assault, not a single 
outrage having been committed ; and a few days 
after the storm, the inhabitants had resumed their 
several occupations vdthout fear of molestation. 
I must here record my unqualified dissent from 
the advocates of temperance societies, who at- 
tribute the good conduct of the troops on this 
occasion to the absence of liquor. Had the 
canteens overflowed with spirits, means would 
have been taken to have prevented excess before 
the storm ; and two hours after Ghuznee was taken, 
every European soldier had returned to camp by 
order of the Commander-in-Chief, the keeping of 
the fortress being entrusted to the native troops. 
That the absence of liquor conduced to the health 
of the European soldiery, and the maintenance of 

* Loss at Ghuznee : — British army, 18 killed , 147 
wounded. Enemj, about 800 killed; the number of 
wounded could not be ascertained. 
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discipline at this time will be readily conceded ; 
but the prevention of excesses after the capture of 
Ghuzneo, was solely owing to the judicious arrange- 
ments of Sir John Keane. 

After restoring order, collecting the prize pro- 
perty,* and placing a sufficient garrison in Ghuznee, 
the army resumed its march towards Cabul, an- 
ticipating a general engagement with the re- 
doubted Dost Mahomed as a finishing stroke to 
the campaign. These expectations were not, 
however, doomed to be realized ; for the intelli- 
gence of the retreat of this chief towards Bameean 
was received soon after leaving Ghuznee. De- 
serted by his followers on the approach of the 
British, the unfortunate Dost Mahomed was thus 
reluctantly compelled to resign without a struggle 
the throne he had gained by his sword. 

A party under the direction of Captain Outram, 
extra aide-de-camp to the Commander-in-Chief, 
was sent in pursuit of the Dost, by a mountain 
path leading in the direction he had fled by a 
much shorter route; great hopes were therefore 
entertained of his capture, and probably such 
might have been the result had not Hadgee Khan 
Kaken, the guide employed on this occasion, 

* The prize agents calculate the amount at 2| lacs of 
rupees. 
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acted treacherously. Delaying the progress of 
the party, he feigned distrust of his followers and 
ignorance of the road ; and on reaching the point 
where Dost Mahomed should have heen inter- 
cepted, he had gained a considerable distance in 
advance, and both horses and men being com- 
pletely exhausted, the pursuit was abandoned. 

The troops continued advancing towards Cabul, 
and when about thirty miles from that city passed 
the ground where Dost Mahomed intended to have 
given battle. Thirty pieces of ordnance of 
various calibre were found here ; but the position 
was not well selected. A deep ravine ran along 
the left, by which any body of infantry might have 
turned that flank unperceived; and the right 
rested on a range of hills accessible from any 
point, and completely commanding the position; 
Necessity, however, may have caused the selection 
of this ground, Cabul being full of persons ready 
to join the victorious party ; and the guns could 
not have been dragged much further with safety, 
owing to the wretched construction of the 
carriages which would have fallen to pieces from 
their own recoil. 

Early in August, His Majesty Shah Soojah 
entered his capital, and thus terminated the first 
campaign west of the Indus, which was successful 
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beyond the most saDguine expectation, owing to 
the admirable conduct of the troops under priva- 
tions of no ordinary nature, combined with their 
bravery before the enemy.* 

Colonel Wade, political agent on the North- 
western Frontier, arrived at Cabul about the end 

* Soon after the arrival of the troops at Cabul, Lt.- 
Colonel Herring, of the 37th Regiment Bengal Native 
Infantry, was cruelly murdered near Hyder Khail, whilst 
marching from Candahar with a detachment towards head- 
quarters. He and several officers of his regiment had 
strolled in the evening a short distance from camp, when 
they were suddenly attacked by a body of armed men. 
The junior officers effected their escape, but Colonel Herriog 
was surrounded ; and though he defended himself resolutely 
with a walking-stick for some time, his assailants at length 
succeeded in cutting him almost to pieces before succour 
could reach him. 

Whilst the army was at Cabul, a detachment was sent 
into the Ghilzee country, the political conduct of which was 
entrusted to Captain Outram, extra A.D.C. to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. This detachment succeeded in capturing 
several persons implicated in the murder of Lt.-Colonel 
Herring, 37th Native Infantry, and destroyed a few forts 
belonging to refractory chiefs, which were the chief objects 
of the expedition. Captain Outram afterwards joined 
General Willshire, and was present at the capture of Khelat, 
since which, his name has been frequently before the world 
as Political Agent in Scinde. 
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of August, having marched through the Punjah, 
and Khyher pass, with a detachment of Hindos- 
tanee and Sikh troops. 

The eldest son of Shah Soqjah, Shahzalla Timour, 
accompanied Colonel Wade on this expedition, the 
ohject of which was a diversion in favour of the 
army under Sir John Keane; hut the communi* 
cations being closed, it was impossible to arrange 
any well-concerted plan of advance. The Khyber 
was surmounted with difficulty by this party; 
but it is matter of surprise that they succeeded at 
all ; for had Mahomed Akhbar contested the 
passage, instead of retreating towards Cabul, on 
the fall of Ghuznee, the discomfiture, if not the 
destruction, of Colonel Wade's detachment would 
have been inevitable. 

The army continued near Cabul* upwards of two 

* The city of Cabul is larger and more populous than 
Candahar ; the streets, though narrow, are clean, and some 
of the first shops are arranged t^ith taste that would astonish 
the most fastidious Cockney. The variety and flavour of 
the fruit could not be surpassed. The inhabitants partake 
of the general characteristics of Affghans, namely, filth, 
treachery, and rapacity ; but their manners are so frank and 
pleasing, that a stranger is at first captivated with them. 

The valley of Cabul is extensive, and beautifully inter- 
spersed with orohards, through which numerous clear 
streams meander in all directions. The neighbouring 
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months, daring which period, nothing occurred 
deserving of notice, saving a proposal originating 
with the political authorities, who, on the plea 
that Dost Mahomed was acquiring a dangerous 
influence in Kundooz, by marriage with the 
daughter of Moorad Bey, urged the policy of 
detaching a brigade of British troops across the 
Hindoo Koosh. Had this detachment taken up 
the position assigned to it, it would have been 
isolated, and cut off from all communication during 
the winter months. Fortunately for the safety 
and reputation of our troops, Sir John Keane 
refused to comply with the requisition. 

Tlie Bombay portion of the army commenced 
its march from Cabul towards Scinde about the 
middle of September, under Major-General Will* 
shire, who was directed to punish Meerab Khan 
of Khelat in passing, a service which was performed 
in a most gallant manner. Tiie stronghold of this 
chief was attacked and carried by a weak detach- 
ment, although the most determined opposition 
was offered at all points.* Meerab Khan, with 

country, particularly the district of Kohistan, is romantic in 
the extreme ; and certainly nature has been bountiful to 
this portion of Afghanistan. 

* The public dispatch, giving a report of the capture of 
Khelat, will be found in the '* Blue Book." 
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several other chiefs, defended his citadel to the last, 
and expiated his cruelties at his own threshold, 
dying vnth the true spirit and ferocity of a des- 
perate handit. 

The force destined to remain in Afghanistan 
having at length been determined upon by the 
Commander-in-Chief, in conjunction with the 
Envoy, the skeleton of the Army of the Indus, 
if I may so designate it, moved towards Hiudostan, 
in the middle of October, under the personal 
command of His Excellency Sir John Keane. 

The country between Cabul and Jellalabad was 
so barren of forage, that the losses in camels were 
great ; but the Commissariat being able to replace 
them, no delay occurred. The marches were long 
and harassing. No opposition, save natural 
obstacles, was, however, encountered; and the 
force arrived without difficulty in the neighbour- 
hood of the Khyber Pass. Here affairs had assumed 
rather a hostile appearance ; the troops were, not- 
withstanding, permitted to pass unmolested : but 
a detachment which was sent back from Peshawur, 
with ammunition, and supplies for the post of Ali 
Musjid, was roughly handled. This party suc- 
ceeded in depositing its charge in safety ; but on 
its return was attacked by overwhelming bodies of 
Khyberrees. Night came on, and the men having 
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expended all their ammunition, were in a desperate 
predicament, which was increased by the cowardice 
of a detachment of Sikhs, who were posted to 
secure the heights, but instead of holding their 
ground, fled in confusion, and mingling with our 
troops, swept them along to the mouth of the 
pass, leaving the camels that had conveyed the 
supplies to Ali Musjid in the hands of the enemy. 

Fearing this success might embolden the Khy- 
berrees to attack Ali Musjid, every available infantry 
soldier with the returning army was sent under 
Captain Prole, of the d7th regiment, with orders to 
remain there until the arrival of reinforcements 
from Jellalabad. This party met with some oppo- 
sition, but suffered little, and soon returned to 
PeshawuT, a brigade under Colonel Wheler, 
48th regiment, having entered the Khyber, from 
the further side, for the purpose of quelling the 
disturbances there. 

Affairs being now more settled. Sir John 
Keane resumed his march from Peshawur. 

This district is extremely fertile, and the route 
of the army lay over a rich and highly cultivated 
plain, nearly to the river Indus. On approach- 
ing that magnificent stream, the aspect of the 
country changed, and became hilly and barren. 
The road ran through a narrow and difficult 



THE FORT OF ATTOCK. 31 

defile, called Seedur Sully, for several miles, on 
clearing which the river Indus was seen rolling 
above with rapidity, over masses of rock with 
which the channel is here almost blocked. 

A bridge of boats had been constructed by the 
Sikh Government, which rendered the passage of 
the river easy. 

The Fort of Attock stands on the left bank of 
the river, and is of considerable strength ; but 
being commanded on several sides, its fortifica- 
tions are in a great measure neutralized. 

From hence to the Jailum, a distance of up- 
wards of ISO miles, the country is broken and 
difificult, and in many parts so confined, that the 
slightest deviation from the road is dangerous. 
A mass of ravines intersect the route in all 
directions, and without care and previous know- 
ledge of the country, a body of troops might here 
be involved in an inextricable lab3rrinth. In 
passing this dangerous tract, the idea occurred 
that if the object of the expedition from which 
we were returning was the greater security of our 
Indian possessions from invasion, a far better and 
equally certain mode of effecting this would have 
been the establishment of a chain of posts along 
the Indus, thus placing an insurmountable barrier 
between us and our enemies. 
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At the Jailum the Punjab may be said to 
commence. In crossing this river a most melan- 
choly accident happened, owing to H. M.'s 16th 
Lancers having deviated from the ford. The river 
had risen suddenly from the melting of snow on 
the Cashmere Hills, and the current proving too 
strong for the horses, the leading squadron of the 
regiment was swept down the stream, both men 
and horses mingled in one confused mass; and 
being encumbered with heavy appointments. 
Captain Shelton, a corporal, and nine privates, 
were unfortunately drowned. 

This ford had been carefully examined, and 
several officers had crossed on horseback imme- 
diately before the accident occurred, without even 
wetting the girths of their saddles ; the disaster 
was therefore solely caused by the leading party 
diverging from the marked track. 

The adjoining country presented signs of in- 
dustry, being well cultivated, and the villages 
populous and apparently flourishing; but after 
advancing a short distance, nothing but dense 
jungle was visible. The soil is, however, capable 
of being made highly productive; and under a 
better government the Punjab might become a 
magnificent and rich territory, every natural 
facility being available. Lahore, the capital of 
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tha country, is a large fortified city, and the 
immediate suburbs are extremely beautiful ; but 
even here civilization has yet to be introduced, 
and until another form of government is esta- 
blished, barbarism will reign paramount. 

Sir John Keane visited Lahore, but being 
unwell, was unable to receive or return the 
civilities of the Maharajah. His staff, however, 
attended Durbar, and met with much attention 
and courtesy from the Sikh Sirdars. 

The Sikh army was paraded for his Excel- 
lency's inspection, and nearly 40,000 troops of 
all arms were drawn up in one line. The 
appearance and dress of the men, and the celerity 
and steadiness with which they performed the 
most difficult evolutions, astonished every one. 
No native power could have mustered such 
a formidable and well-equipped force; and the 
feeling on this occasion was admiration of the 
martial bearing of this body of foreign troops, 
mingled with a hope that the time was not far 
distant when their courage and discipline would 
he tested in the field of battle. 

The Commander-in-Chief continued his march 
towards Ferozepore, after remaining a few days at 
Lahore ; and on the 1st of January crossed the 
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SuUedge, and encamped in the Company's terri- 
tories. 

The Army of the Indus was now disembodied, 
after a long and harassing, though victorious 
campaign, in which the endurance and bravery 
of the troops were nobly evinced; and His 
Excellency Sir John Keane proceeded towards 
Bombay, preparatory to embarking for Europe. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY REMARKS. 

The foregoing operations are worthy of a retro-* 
spective glance, from which it is conceived some 
instruction may be gained. 

The force that proceeded west of the Indus was 
not too large for the object in view, but the vast 
crowd of followers attached to it proved a sad 
chain on the resources, causing much distress and 
misery, and crippling the means of the army. In 
future oimpaigns, particularly in a foreign coun- 
try, it would appear highly expedient to reduce 
the camp-followers to the lowest scale consistent 
with the efficiency of the troops ; and this desirable 
object can only be attained by the combined 
efforts of all ranks, and a slight sacrifice of comfort. 

Another important lesson acquired during the 
march through Affghanistan, was the necessity of 
ascertaining from personal observation or inquiry 
all information on which any event of consequence 
depended. Experience in this particular proved 
how little confidence could be placed in intel- 
ligence obtained from local sources ; and although 
the corps diplomatic employed during the cam- 

D 2 
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paign was composed of men of acknowledged 
talent, their infonnation was generally incorrect. 
In all military operations one person should be 
vested with full powers ; and if the selection of a 
leader be judicious, matters are much more likely 
to terminate successfally than where the responsi- 
bility and power are divided. It is a well-known 
fact that the officer * at the head of the Quarter-* 
Master-General's Department during the recent 
campaign could obtain no assistance from the 
Civil authorities ; and though for some time with-* 
out a single guide, this officer by his own inde&-* 
tigable exertions conducted the army through an 
almost unexplored country frequently at the risk 
of his life, and with an intelligence and zeal 
beyond all praise, although his services have 
scarcely been acknowledged, whilst many com- 
paratively undeserving have had honours lavished 
on them. 

* Lieut.-Colonel William Garden, now Quarter-Master- 
General of the Bengal Army. It is onlj justice to Sir 
John Keane to state, that no means were left untried by 
him to obtain distinctions for this officer and others who 
were considered deserving, but without success, the Home 
authorities having disregarded his recommendations. It 
is not too late to do justice to a highly deserving officer, 
whose claims are universally acknowledged. 
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The Indian, as well as the English, press, have 
criticised in severe terms the military proceedings 
of the Commander of the Army of the Indus, 
whose prejudices have been made subject of 
animadversion. 

In regard to his arrangements, no want of fore- 
sight or precaution can be alleged against him, 
and his decision and daring must be admitted by 
his greatest enemies. On assuming command at 
Quetta, when the critical state of affairs was suf- 
ficient to stagger and appal a chief of weaker 
nerve, it had no such effect on Sir John Keane. 
On the contrary, he did not hesitate one moment 
what course to pursue, but immediately ordered 
an advance ; and his subsequent proceedings were 
stamped with a firm determination to face and 
overcome every difficulty, an example which- in- 
stilled confidence into all under his command, and 
crowned his efforts with triumph. 

It has frequently been asserted that the sole 
credit of the capture of Ghuznee is due to the chief 
engineer and the leaders of the assaulting columns, 
for their bonception and execution of this brilliant 
service; but though all are prepared to accord 
full credit to the scientific officer who planned 
the attack, and to both Lieutenant-Colonels of 
H. M.'s IdthLight Infantry, on whom devolved 
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the honourable duty of conducting it, still the 
principal credit must be assigned to him under 
whom they acted, and with whom the sole re-^ 
sponsibility rested. 

In a recent work on the Affghan Campaign,^ 
the writer has indulged freely in censuring Lord 
Keane for neglecting the services of the late Lieut.-* 
Colonel Dennie, and even goes so far as to accuse 
his Lordship of persecuting that ofGicer. This is 
an unfair and unfounded charge, and the friends 
of the late Lieut.-Colonel Dennie display little 
discretion in their endeayouring to enhance his 
services at the expense of his superior. The 
present brief narrative will not admit of a full 
exposition of facts connected with this subject ; 
but if any further remarks should appear of the 
same nature, the public will be placed in posses- 
sion of all particulars, and enabled to judge of the 
merits of the case. 

It would be a work of supererogation to attempt 
any defence of the kte. Commander of the Army of 
the Indus, and these pages have been penned with 
no such intention ; but whatever may have been 
his errors of omission or commission, the duty 

* " History of the War in Affghanistan/' edited by 
Charles Nash, Esq. a work full of inaccuracies, and eyi- 
dentlycompiled from manuscripts of prejudiced individuals. 
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with which he was entrusted has heen success- 
fully performed, and his decision of character and 
clear judgment, combined with the bravery of 
the troops under his command, conduced to this 
glorious result : let him therefore enjoy the high 
distinction he has so nobly earned ; and though 
these remarks are not likely to meet his eye, the 
humble individual who has recorded them, never- 
theless deems it his duty to dissent from those 
who would detract from the credit of a brave 
soldier, who, maugre all his faults, conducted the 
last service on which he was employed in a man- 
ner which rejQects increased lustre on his military 
fame, and has added fresh laurels to the Army 
of India.* 

Afghanistan produces little for the support of 
a standing army, grain being cultivated to a small 
extent, barely sufficient for the wants of the in- 
habitants. 

The general aspect of the country is hilly and 
barren ; the scarcity of water is an insurmount- 
able obstacle to extensive cultivation, the small 
valleys in the vicinity of towns and Tillages 
being the only portion of the soil which is at all 
productive. Mines may exist which may here- 

* The abo7e remarks were written sometime before the 
lamented death of the gallant commander. 
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after prove valuable, but the produce of the soil 
will never yield a surplus revenue. 

The almost total absence of wood for building 
or other purposes, is a serious matter ; even fuel 
being so scarce that the inhabitants are obliged to 
substitute the most abominable substances. 

Our knowledge of Affghanistan leads to the 
conclusion that light troops are best fitted 'for 
service in that country. 

The Affghans have a great dread of artillery^ 
and a foreign power should be strong in this arm, 
if bent on invasion, as the moral e£Pect of guns 
wiU do more to awe the Affghans than the actual 
presence of large bodies of troops. 

The feeling of the Affghan nation towards 
Shah Soojah has been adverted to in the fore- 
going narrative, and unequivocal proofs of his un- 
popularity given ; even within the walls of Cabul 
enmity to his rule was constantly evinced, and the 
inhabitants of the surrounding districts, though 
threatened with fire and sword, deprived of their 
property, and ejected from their dwellings, pre- 
ferred rallpng round the standard of Dost Ma- 
homed, and losing all in support of that fallen 
chief, to tendering allegiance to the restored king, 
and only suppressed their dislike until a favour- 
able opportunity presented itself of showing it. 
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Tlie dread of Russian invasioD, which was the 
ostensible cause of moving into Afghanistan, 
may now be scouted, the march from the Bolan 
to the Khyber pass having dispelled this bugbear, 
and convinced all engaged in the recent operations, 
that the Indus is our proper boundary, and that 
by crossing this noble barrier we only weaken our 
power, and endanger our Indian possessions. 



PART SECOND. 



INTRODUCTION. 

From the restoration of His Majesty Shah 
Soojah-ool-Moolk to the throne of Cabul, until 
the downfall and cruel murder of that monarch, 
his tenure depended solely on British aid. 

Temporary success seemed, however, to blind 
those around him, who, lulled into security, appre- 
hended no danger, and disregarded all precautions; 
confidently anticipating the retention of Affghan- 
istan, without foreign assistance. 

A minute detail of the proceedings west of the 
Indus from the departure of Sir John Keane for 
India, until the final destruction of our power in 
that country, by the Cabul massacre, would fur- 
nish matter for volumes. The disasters that befel 
our arms before, and- in the retreat from Cabul, 
have been described by so many authors, that 
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farther allusion to that fearful tragedy would be 
mere repetition. 

The present narrative will, therefore, be con- 
fined to a brief summary of events, subsequent to 
the series of operations detailed in the first part of 
this work ; glancing at the services of the Cabul 
division, and entering more fully into those of 
the Candahar force, under Major-General Nott, 
which have hitherto been only casually noticed 
by several writers, who profess to give a complete 
history of the Affghan campaigns. 

The vast range of territory extending from the 
Khyber to the Bolan Pass, which the victorious 
march of a British Army had ostensibly placed 
under the rule of Shah Soojah, required the pre- 
sence and constant employment of a formidable 
military force, to preserve order amongst the nu- 
merous turbulent tribes by which it is inhabited. 

The capture of Khelat, and death of Meerab 
Khan, restored only temporary tranquillity in 
that quarter ; the operations of General Sale in the 
Kohistan valley, ending in the reduction of a few 
petty forts, and the surrender of Dost Mahomed, 
had but a similar result ; and our successes near 
Bameean and Jellalabad were attended by no 
better, or more lasting consequences. 

A cloud was gathering in the horizon which 
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suddenly burst, humbling our pride, and mark<* 
ing the displeasure of a higher Power at the 
unjust invasion of a foreign land. 

The thread of the narrative will now be re- 
sumed from the march of Sir John Keane from 
Candahar, in May, 1839. 

The garrison at first placed in this city consisted 
only of one regiment of Bengal Native Infantry 
(the 87th), with a detail of European artillery, 
and a portion of the Shah's Contingent; but it was 
gradually increased, until a division was assem-* 
bled in the immediate vicinity, the command of 
which devolved upon Greneral Nott.* 

The fort of Girishk, being considered an impor- 
tant position, was held by a regiment of the 
Shah's In&ntry, under Captain Woodburn, the 
same officer who was left there by General Sale 
when he first moved in that direction. 

This fort stands on the right bank of the river 
Jailum, in the district of Zemandawah, com- 
manding the principal road from Herat into 
Affghanistan. 

At the time of our occupation of it, the Can- 
dahar chiefe had fled towards Persia, and the 

* Lieut. -Colonel Herring first commanded at Candahar, 
and was succeeded hj Lieut.-Colonel Stacey, who was 
afterwards saperseded by General Nott. 
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inhabitants of the surrounding country evinced 
every inclination to obey the new ruler, Shah 
Soojah. A reaction, however, soon took place, 
owing to the intrigues of a chief named Akhbar 
Khan, who had sufficient influence to stir up rather 
a formidable rebellion. 

The post was accordingly strengtliened, and 
active measures taken to restore order, which was 
never effectually secured, although the insurgents 
were invariably defeated, and severely punished, 
in several engagements. 

The first affair in this neighbourhood was at 
liundenawah, a village not very distant from 
Girishk, where a detachment consisting of the 2nd 
Re^ment Bengal Native Infantry, and a troop of 
the Shah's artillery attacked, and dispersed an 
immense body of the enemy, with heavy loss.* 
They soon, however, re - assembled, and were 
again defeated in gallant style by Captain Wood- 
bum, on the banks of the Jailum. 

This engagement was a bloody one, the Affghans 
fighting for several hours with desperation, and 
confident of victory, as Wopdbum's regiment 

* Major FarringtoQ commanded this detachment ; and 
Captain Maclean the 2nd Regiment in the action. This 
Regiment was made a Grenadier Reffiment for distin. 
goished seryices during the campaign. 
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mustered scarcely 600 muskets, and was hemmed 
in on all sides. 

Notwithstanding the fearful odds opposed to 
him, the intrepid Woodhum preserved his line 
unhroken, facing the rear rank ahout, and firing 
volley after volley into the dense masses of his 
assailants with the same steadiness as on parade, 
till at length he compelled them to retreat, leaving 
the ground covered with slain. The critical po- 
sition of this little hand may he imagined from 
the fact, that a party of auxiliary Affghan cavalry, 
in the pay of Shah Soojah, was actually plun- 
dering our camp during the fight, thinking it 
impossible that the enemy could be defeated, and 
calculating on the annihilation of Woodbum's 
corps. 

Had this gallant officer survived the disasters 
in Affghanistan, he would, in all probability, have 
risen to eminence in his profession, for few pos- 
sessed military qualifications of a higher order. 
Unfortunately, he lost his life whilst proceeding 
on leave towards Cabul, in September, 1841, 
escorted by a party of Shah's Infantry, returning 
to India on furlough.* 

* The fort where poor Woodbum* was killed was de- 
stioyed by General Nott on his march towards Cabul, and 
in the midst of a heap of rubbish was found a basket, con- 
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The party was attacked at Hyderkhail, near 
Ghnznee, where Woodbum had taken refuge in a 
small fort. He at first sallied out and drove the 
enetny to a considerable distance ; but being 
obliged to fall back again, was shot from the 
turrets of the fort, which had in the interim been 
occupied by his assailants. His death caused an 
immediate panic amongst the sepoys ; a massacre 
ensued, and only one or two of the party escaped 
to tell the fate of their comrades. 

The last action of any importance that occurred 
in the Zemundawah district, was near a place 
called Secunderabad, where a strong body of the 
enemy was signally defeated by a detachment 
composed partly of Bengal and partly of the 
Shah's troops, under Captain Griffins. Here a 
wing of the 2nd Bengal Native Infantry, under 
Captain Maclean, again took a prominent part. 

Two companies of this distinguished corps, led 
by Lieutenant Cooke and Travers, behaved with 
great bravery, driving a body of AfiFghans from a 

tainiog Woodbum's will, and a letter from Sir William 
MacNaghten, cooYejing the thanks of Government on 
the occasion of the Tictorj on the banks of the Jailam. 
Strange that two documents of such value should hare 
been preserved, when no other vestige of his property or 
remains could be discovered ! 
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strong enclosed position at the point of the bay- 
onet; and so desperate was the conflict that 
upwards of fifty sepoys and Affghans were slain 
within a small space, before the place was carried , 
proving the superiority of the bayonet OTor the 
tulwar. 

On this occasion a sepoy of the 2nd Regiment 
saved the life of Lieutenant Travers by bayonet- 
ing an Affghan who was on the point of cutting 
down that officer. This soldier was rewarded 
with the ''Order of Merit,^ a distinction instituted 
during the government of Lord William Bentinck 
for distinguished gaUantry in the field, and which 
many have had conferred on them in the recent 
campaigns in Afighanistan.* 

Disturbances were not confined at this time to 
the district of Zemandawah ; the Ghilzees were 
equally turbulent, and detachments were con- 
stantly on the move from Candahar, in the direc- 

* The "Order of Merit" consists of three classes. 
The 1st class receive one third, the 2nd class one half, 
and the third class doable pay of the rank held by 
the party admitted. A Board of officers investigate the 
claims of candidates, and the proceedings are sabmitted 
for the decision of Goremment, who publish the names of 
such individuals as obtain the distinction in general orders. 
No party can be admitted to the 2nd or 3rd classes who 
has not previously obtained the Ist class of the Order* 
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tion of Ohuznee, punishing the le&acioiy, and 
keeping open the communication. 

Near Khelat-i-Ghilzee several skirmishes took 
place, and a few forts were destroyed by a party 
of the Shah's troops, under Captain Macan, of 
the 1 6th Native Infantry, who was in command 
of one of the Shah's corps of infantry on duty in 
this district. 

At Tazee a detachment under Captain Ander- 
son of the Bengal artillery defeated a strong body 
of the Ghilzees, who had taken up a position 
commanding the high road, and fought with 
great resolution for some time ; but were at length 
completely discomfited. Captain Anderson's 
disposition of his troops on this occasion was 
admirable, and elicited the praise of government. 
The Ghilzees, notwithstanding these defeats, 
continued troublesome, evincing a deep-rooted 
enmity to Shah Soojah and his supporters. In 
June, 1841, a convoy under charge of Colonel 
Wymer proceeding towards Khelat-i-Ghilzee 
was attacked near Asseah by an immense party 
of the enemy, who came suddenly down upon 
the line of march, and rushed at once on the SSth 
Regiment, which formed the escort.* A desperate 

* * Tbe 38th Regiment was made a Light Infantry corps 
for its services in Affghanistan. 

B 
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struggle ensued, but the steady discipline of the 
sepoys soon overcame all opposition ; and though 
fearfully over - matched in numbers, Colonel 
Wymer's detachment repulsed the Ghilzees with 
great loss, and escorted the conyoy to Khelat-i- 
Ghilzee in safety. 

This disturbed state of a£fairs continued ; but 
no other engagement of any importance took 
place in the yicinity of Candahar until the general 
rebellion throughout Affghanistan. 

In August preceding the Cabul insurrection, 
the political authorities at Candahar urged the 
necessity of detaching a strong force into the 
valley of Duramut, a distance of about 150 miles, 
for the purpose of reducing the stronghold of a 
refractory chief, named Akram Khan, and settling 
afiairs in that quarter. 

A brigade was accordingly equipped for this 
service, and marched from Candahar about the 
middle of August under Brigadier Wymer, but 
was afterwards joined by General Nott, who, con- 
ceiving the expedition of such importance as to 
demand his own presence, arranged for the pro- 
tection of Candahar during his absence, and took 
the field in person. 

The country traversed by this detachment was 
hitherto unexplored, and proved almost imprac- 
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ticable for artillery. The first obstacle of magni- 
tude encountered was the Kotul Pass, a steep and 
rugged mountain of great height, over which it 
appeared quite impossible to drag the 18-pounder 
guns with which the detachment was encumbered. 
An attempt was, however, made, which succeeded 
after several days of excessive labour and fatigue, 
the troops being constantly employed dragging 
the heavy ordnance under a burning sun, and at 
length accomplished this herculean task, not un- 
worthy of comparison with Napoleon's famous 
passage of the Alps. The extent of this moun- 
tainous tract was upwards of twelve miles of 
continuous and nearly perpendicular ascent and 
descent over deep shingle, thickly strewed with 
enormous masses of rock which impeded the guns 
at every step ; the delight of all parties may there- 
fore be imagined when this formidable barrier was 
surmounted. 

Before reaching the vaUey of Duramut another 
difficulty was encountered of a different nature, 
but nearly of equal magnitude, causing fully as 
much labour to the troops. 
. This was a pass called Junghee, a narrow defile 
of 20 miles, through which ran a deep and rapid 
mountain stream over which the detachment had. 
to cross no less than fifteen times before clearing 

E 2 
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the pass. The fords were so deep that the men 
were obliged to carry their pouches on their 
headsy clinging to each other to stem the current. 

The guns were dragged through by manual aid, 
the horses and bullocks swimming the fords and 
guiding the carriages. One ammunition wagon was 
swept down and the team of horses drowned, and 
public and private property to a conmderable 
extent was lost here, camels and mules being 
carried down the scTeral fords with their loads, 
and neyer afterwards recovered^ 

After overcoming these serious difficulties, the 
detachment reached the valley of Duramut ; and to 
the astonishment of aU, the strong fortress of 
Akram Khan, the destruction of which was the 
chief object of this harassing expedition, was 
found to exist only in the imagination of the 
civil authorities, who endeavoured to justify their 
ignorance on the plea of having restored order, 
alleging that the march of a detachment over 
such a difficult country would have a grand 
moral effect^ gi^mg a wholesome idea of our 
power which would extend as fu as Persia I 
Akram Khan was surprised and captured in this 
valley by the fearless gallantry of the late Lieut. 
John Conolly, who, on the information of a spy, 
made a night march through a dangerous and 
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unexplored country, attended by a few Affghan 
horsemen, surrounded the fort in which that chief 
was concealed, and took him prisoner, conducting 
him back in safety to the British camp, having 
travelled nearly eighty miles in less than twenty - 
four hours.* 

This was one of the most daring and successful 
exploits achieved in Affghanistan ; yet, strange to 
say, little notice was taken of it at the time, and 
to this day the intrepidity and intelligence of poor 
ConoUy is by no means generally known. 

Akram Khan was soon after blown froni a gun 
at Candahar, and several other chiefs captured at 
the same time were sent prisoners towards Cabul, 
but effected their escape from the officer escorting 
them, t 

General Nott had just returned from this 
harassing and useless expedition when the dis- 
turbances at Cabul commenced. The opening 
act of this fearful tragedy was the attack on 

* Lieut. Conolly died in captivity a few montha before 
General PoUock'a amval at Cabul, regretted by all who 
knew him. 

t Lieut. Crawford of the Bombay Army had charge of 
these prisonen, but was attacked near Ghuznee, and escaped 
with difficulty to that fortress, being obliged to abandon the 
prisoners in the mel^. 



54 THE RETXTBN OF COL. MACLAREN's 

General Sale's detachment on its march towards 
Jellalabad, which was immediately followed by a 
general insurrection. The brigade consisting of 
the 16th, 42nd, and 4drd regiments of Bengal 
Native Infantry, which had been detained in Aff- 
ghanistan from the beginning of our first campaign 
in that country, was on the eve of returning to 
India from Candahar, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel MacLaren, when a despatch 
arrived from Sir William MacNaghten, counter^ 
manding the movement. This despatch announced 
the outbreak of the insurrection at Cabul, stating 
that the elements of which it was composed ren- 
dered it necessary to detain Colonel MacLaren s 
brigade; and a few days afterwards, a second 
letter was received, ordering it to move forthwith 
upon Cabul, a£6Eiirs having assumed a more 
threatening aspect. 

The brigade marched about the middle of Oc- 
tober, and advanced as far as Tazee, within eighty 
miles of Ghuznee, when the inclemency of the 
weather unfortunately arrested its progress. A 
council of war was held at this place to decide 
whether the brigade should attempt to advance 
further or return at once to Candahar. The 
result was, a resolution to adandon the enter- 
prise^ leaving the garrisons of Ghuznee and Cabul 
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to their fate. A difiPerence of opinion still exists 
in regard to the practicability of advancing ; and 
the efficient state in which this brigade returned 
to Candahar, together with the circumstance of 
the weather having become more favourable im- 
mediately Siftei a retrograde movement was deter- 
mined upon, seem to justify a supposition that it 
might at all events have pushed on to Ghuznee, 
taving that fortress^ and, in all probability, quell- 
ing the insurrection at Cabul. This may, how- 
ever, be considered wild conjecture ; and an im- 
pression was entertained by many at the time, 
that by advancing the brigade would have been 
destroyed without attaining the object in view, 
leaving General Nott with an insufficient force 
to hold his position. 

In returning towards Candahar, Col. MacLaren 
was directed to complete the garrison of Khelat-i- 
Ghilzee to 1000 men, which was accordingly 
done. 

The rebellion now began to extend in the 
direction of Candahar, and measures were taken 
to meet the approaching crisis. Provisions 
were collected and the force equipped as ef- 
ficiently as the means available admitted of ; the 
detachments in Zemandawah were recalled, and 
the whole of the troops concentrated. Parties 
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suspected of communicating with the enemy were 
ejected from Candahar, and the inhabitants were 
disarmed, though the &dlity of concealing wea- 
pons rendered it almost impossible to do so effec- 
tually. A strong brigade meanwhile occupied the 
cantonment,* which was about two miles from the 
town, the Shah's cayalry (Christie's corps) with 
two regiments of Jaubaz horse being encamped 
on the intervening space. Affikirs became daily 
more critical, no authentic intelligence bemg re- 
ceived either from Ghuznee or Cabul, excepting 
such as the enemy took means of communicat- 
ing, and which was always of a gloomy nature, 
though, alas ! the sequel proved the correctness 
of the most dismal accounts received through this 
channel. 

The neighbouring chiefs were only awaiting a 
&vourable opportunity of following the example 
of their northern allies ; and it soon became evi- 
dent that the Candahar force would have to 
struggle for its existence against innumerable foes. 
The opening scene in the Candahar rebellion was 
the revolt of the Jaubaz or Affghan cavalry in the 
pay of Shah Soojah, who had been tampered with 

* The brigade in cantonment was H.M.*s 40th Regi- 
ment, 2nd Native Infantry, 16th Native Infantry, now 
greoadier regiments. 
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by the insurgents, and suddenly threw off their 
allegiance to the ruling monarch. 

The growing disaffection of these corps had 
been suspected, and orders were actually given for 
their march towards Girishk, where it was thought 
they could do less mischief, but where they muti- 
nied, and after murdering Lieutenant Golding, 
one of their commanders, and mortally wounding 
Lieutenant Pattenson, assistant political agent, 
fled into the district and joined the insurgents. 

This occurred in the end of December, imme- 
dii^ly under the walls of Candahar ; and Captain 
Leeson, then in charge of Christie's Horse,* pur- 
sued the mutineers, and came up with them near 
a village about ten miles from the city. A 
desperate skirmish ensued, the Jaubaz charging 
down on Leeson's party with such fury, that for 
some time the result was doubtful ; but at length 
Christie's Horse gained the day, and returned to 
camp, bringing back the head of Kelunter Khan, 
the chief ringleader in the revolt. This gallant 
affiur reflected the utmost credit on Captain Lee- 
son and the officerst present on the occasion, all 

* Captain Christie was on sick leave in India at this 
time, but joined soon after with General England's Force. 

t The officers present with Captain Leeson were Lien- 
tenants N. and C. Chamberlain, both of whom were 
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of whom were engaged hand to hand with the 
enemy, the mel6e being desperate whilst it lasted, 
Affghans and Hindostanees mingled together in 
one mass, fighting for their lives. 

At this juncture, Prince Suftur Jung (third 
son of Shah Soojah) disappeared from Candahar, 
and joined the insurgents, who now commenced 
operations in earnest, summoning the surrounding 
tribes to rally round their standards, and laying 
the country far and wide under contribution. 

Thus menaced. General Nott was forced to 
assume the offensive, and early in January moved 
out, leaving a portion of his troops to hold the 
garrison. The enemy had assembled within a 
few miles of the city, in the Urgundat valley, 
and on observing our troops advancing to attack 
them, took up a position at a village called Kale- 
Shukh. General Nott drew up his Column 
immediately opposite the village^ but the ground 
being confined and marshy, it was difficult to 
make a deployment. Some delay and confusion 
occurred, and the enemy kept up a heavy fire, 
which did, considerable mischief; but at length 

attached to Christie's Horse, and Lieutenant Wilson of 
the Bombay armj. Captain Leeson was made honorary 
A.D.C. to the Goyernor-General, for his gallantry in this 
affair. 
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the light infantry pushed forward and soon set- 
tled the a£Fair, the enemy abandoning their position 
and retreating towards the mountains. The loss 
on this occasion was trifling, and the result was 
so far satisfactory, that the temporary dispersion 
of the insurgents was secured. 

The constant intelligence which reached the 
enemy's camp about this time of the disasters at 
Cabul, increased their confidence, adding materi- 
ally to the number of their adherents, and ere 
long they again assembled in great force, threat- 
ening an attack on Candahar. 

A detachment was held in readiness to move 
against them, but as the festival of Mohurrum 
was at hand, it was fortunate the elements pre- 
vented an immediate movement, the inhabitants 
being in a state of religious frenzy which might 
have proved dangerous to the small garrison 
which was to have been left in Candahar. 

The difficulty of procuring forage for the cattle 
now caused the frequent emplo3rment of the troops. 
These parties at first varied in strength from 
two to four companies of infantry, with a small 
detail of cavalry ; an escort quite inadequate for 
the purpose, which soon became apparent. Three 
companies of the 16th regiment Native Infantry, 
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with a few horsemen^ proceeded on this duty a 
short distance from the cantonment, and were 
suddenly attacked by a large body of the enemy, 
who killed a number of sepoys and followers, and 
earned off upwards of a hundred camels, which 
was a serious loss ; and had it not been for the 
presence of mind of the officers, who kept the 
detachment together, the whole of the party 
would in all probability have been cut up before 
support could have reached it.* This misfortune 
had the effect of augmenting the forage escorts, 
which afterwards consisted of a brigade of infan-^ 
try, with cavalry and guns, and even these strong 
detachments had considerable difficulty in repell- 
ing the attacks of the enemy, who never failed 
to annoy them. 

This kind of warfare continued for several 
months, affording exdt^nent and occasionally 
giving an opportunity for the display of tactics, 
whidi no doubt had a beneficial effect on both 
officers and men, preparmg them for the ap- 
proaching contest. 

About the beginning of March, the increasing 

* Captain Mackay commanded this forage party, and 
displayed great coolness, preventing his men from strag- 
gling, and by keeping a compact body, no doubt saved the 
party. 
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boldness of the enemy called for more active 
measures, and the force formerly held in readiness 
(amounting to nearly 7000 men, of all arms) took 
the field under General Nott, who, disr^rding 
all danger, left a garrison of little more than 2000 
effective troops, under Lt.-Colonel Lane, of the 
2nd Bengal Native Infantry, to defend a place, on 
the safe keeping of which depended the existence 
of his army. The field force was so unwieldy, 
that its movements were slow; and the enemy, 
having notice of its approach, gradually retired, 
leading General Nott to a distance of upwards of 
fifty miles, then suddenly turned his flank, and 
appeared in vast numbers before Candahar. 

The garrison, though weak, was fortunately on 
the alert, and perceiving that an attack was medi- 
tated. Colonel Lane made the best arrangements 
in his power for repelling it. The night was 
intensely dark, and a few of the enemy succeeded 
in approaching the Herat gate unobserved, plac- 
ing some combustible substance near it which 
was ignited. This gate, having*stood for several 
centuries, had by the rude hand of time been 
converted into Umchieood, and in one moment was 
in flames. 

The enemy rushed forward with frantic violence, 
yelling in a most terrific manner ; and, regardless 



62 BBAYERY OF LIEUT. KAY. 

of the galling fire from the ramparts, which com- 
mitted fearful haYoc amongst them, tore down the 
burning fragments of the gate, scrambling over a 
barrier of grain bags piled inside ; and several of 
the boldest actually gained an entrance, but were 
instantly shot. The guard at this gate was re- 
inforced by a party under Lieutenant Kay, Adju- 
tant of the 2nd regiment, at this alarming crisis. 
Acting under the orders of the Commandant 
(Colonel Lane), this officer took upon himself the 
general control, displaying a degree of coolness 
and presence of mind which elicited the praise of 
all present, who universally acknowledged that his 
exertions materially tended to the successful 
defence of Candahar on this eventful night.* 

The enemy continued the most desperate efforts 
for several hours to gain an entrance,' *but, baffled 
at every point, they at length abandoned the 
attempt, carr3dng off a number of their slain, 
though the day dawned before they could accom- 
plish this object, when upwards of fifty bodies 
were found in and near this gateway. 

General Nott now retraced his steps with 

* The writer has reason to know that Colonel Lane was 
most desirous to notice prominently the gallant conduct of 
Lieutenant Kay on this occasion, and reluctantly refrained 
from doing so, at the request of that ofScer. 
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rapidity, and, to the astonishment of all, instead 
of acknowledging the services of Colone Lane and 
the garrison, who had saved his army from de- 
struction, censured them far want of vigilance ! 
This ungenerous and unaccountable proceeding 
was loudly condemned by the whole force, and 
will ever remain a blot on the military reputation 
of General Nott. 

The signal failure of the enemy, and the heavy 
loss they sustained in this a£fair, gave a death- 
blow to their confidence, and their operations were 
afterwards confined to isolated attacks on foraging 
parties. 

A considerable force had now assembled at 
Quetta, under Major-General England, who at- 
tempted to open a communication with Candahar, 
but meeting with a serious reverse at Hykulzee, 
retired precipitately, declaring it almost imprac- 
ticable to force the Kojuck, and making prepara- 
tions for holding his position at Quetta. The 
desponding strain of General England's despatches 
elicited a most admirable and soldier-like reply 
from General Nott, which has since appeared in 
the « Blue Book." 

This letter pointed out the necessity of moving 
at once from Quetta, and conveyed peremptory 
orders to that effect, stating that a brigade should 
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be detached from Candahar on a certain day to 
secure the Kojuck heights, and concluded by 
remarking that in all military operations difficul- 
ties were to be expected, which it was the duty of 
a commander to overcome. 

A brigade was accordingly despatched under 
Brigadier Wymer, about the middle of May; 
the Kojuck was found in the occupation of the 
enemy, who, however, showed little opposition, 
and tbe heights were soon crowned, and held until 
General England effected the passage, when the 
whole detachment marched direct for Candahar. 

This reinforcement placed nearly 12,000 men at 
the disposal of General Nott, together with a 
quantity of treasure, ammunition, and carriage, all 
of which were much required. He now repre- 
sented to Government his ability to move in any 
direction, but before his despatch reached its des- 
tination, instructions were sent to him for the 
immediate withdrawal of the Khelat-i-Ghilzie 
garrison, and the destruction of that fortress. As 
these instructions admitted of no delay, a strong 
force, under Brigadier 'W3rmeT, was detached 
forthwith, to carry out the views of Government, 
and return at once to Candahar. 

These orders were strictly confidential; the 
detachment therefore marched under the impres- 
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sion that Gbuznee and Cabul were the route, and 
that our disasters at these places were at length to 
be avenged, which caused a universal feeling of 
joy. The real state of the case remained unknown 
until the destruction of Khelat-i-Ghilzee proved 
that a forward movement was not then contem- 
plated. 

The manner in which this unexpected announce- 
ment was received of an intention to withdraw from 
Affghanistan, without an effort to retrieve our 
honour, or deliver our fellow-countrymen from 
slavery, evinced the high state of discipline of the 
troops, more particularly the native portion, who, 
though deprived of an opportunity of releasing their 
comrades from captivity, and punishing the trea- 
chery of their enemies, — objects long cherished, 
and now suddenly, and to all appearance for ever 
blasted,*— readily aided in demolishing the defences 
of Khelat-i-Ghilzee, and when the task was com- 
pleted, retraced their steps without a murmur, 
though their demeanour manifested deep regret 
that such should have been the resolution of their 
superiors. The officers could afford no satis- 
factory explanation, as they participated in the 
same feelings of surprise and sorrow. 

Immediately before the withdrawal of the gar- 
rison of Khelat-i-Ghilzee, the enemy, fully con- 

F 
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^dept of capturing the place, assaulted it with 
great determination, but were repulsed with heavy 
loss. The attack was made simultaneously at 
three points, and several of the assailants gained 
the highest part of the fortifications, and were 
bayoneted or shot under the guns ;* and finding 
their attempts useless, retired two days before the 
arrival of Brigadier Wymer's detachment. 

The behaviour of this garrison, which was under 
th^ command of Captain Craigie^ was beyond all 
praise ; cut off almost entirely from communica- 
tion, and exposed to intense cold, and other priva- 
tions throughout the winter, the hardihood and 
endurance of all ranks, were severely tested, and in . 
the final struggle they displayed bravery and 
discipline of the highest, order, nobly earning the 
proud distinction afterwards conferred on them by 
a liberal Government.* 

During the absence of Brigadier Wymer's 
force on this duty, the enemy threatened an attack 

* A Sepoy, by name Bowany Sing, of the 43d regiment, 
obtained the 3d class of the '* Order of Merit/' for bayonet, 
ting three or four Affghans with bis own hand, in this 
attack upon Khelat-i-Ghilzee. 

t A medal was given to the garrison, bearing the in- 
scription " Invicti ;" and Captain Craigie's corps was 
brought on the strength of the Bengal Army, with the 
designation of '* the Regiment of Khelat-i-Gbilzee." 
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on Candahar, but wfer6 coitapelled to rietire before 
General Nott, who sallied out and drove them ofF. 
Prince Suftur Jung now finding that he had joined 
the losing party, and learning that his father, 
Shah Soojah, had been murdered at Cabul, quitted 
the rebel camp, and threw himself uncouditionally 
on the mercy of General Nott, who guaranteed 
his life, and permitted him to reside within the 
walls of Candahar, where he evinced contrition^ 
for his misconduct, seldom leaving the building 
assigned for his accommodation. 

The confident tone adopted both by Generals 
Pollock and Nott, at last induced the Government 
to suspend the order for evacuating AfFghanistan, 
and the latter officer was vested with discretionary 
power to advance or retire. He immediately 
signified his intention of moving on Ghuznee 
and Cabul, and striking a blow for the honour of 
his country. On receiving this noble resolution, 
instructions were conveyed to General Pollock to 
make a diversion in favour of the Candahar di- 
vision ; and the two Generals arranged their move- 
ments in concert, though the difficulty of main- 
taining a regular correspondence rendered it no 
easy matter to do so. 

The Candafaai force* was divided into two 
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colomiiSy one mider General England,* who was 
directed to move upon Qnetta^ and thence into 
Scinde^ when the season became &Yoniable. This 
column was composed of two regiments of the 
Bombay Native Infantry, and a great portion of 
the Shah's troops, in all about 5000 men. The 
sick and wounded were likewise sent with it, as 
it was necessary that the division under General 
Nott should move unencumbered in every respect. 

Both Generals moved on the same day, and 
Candahar was abandoned, all useless guns and 
stores having been previously destroyed, but the 
city and cantonment left untouched. Prince 
Suftur Jung declared himself governor of the 
place on the departure of the British, and, with 
the assistance of a few chiefs, made preparations 
for defending it ; but his tenure was of short dura> 
tion, the Candahar Sirdars soon returning and 
recovering their former possessions. . 

General Nott proceeded cautiously by the usual 
route towards Ghuznee, finding the country at 
first almost deserted; but his force being pro- 
visioned for upwards of forty days, nothing save 

* General England conducted his column in safety to 
Sbikarpore, obtaining the thanks of the Government, and the 
high distinction of Knight Commander of the Order of the 
Bath^ for his services. 
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forage was required, which was easily obtained,* 
No opposition was experienced till the column 
reached Makoor,t about 50 miles from Ghuznee, 
where the enemy was reported to have assembled 
in great force. They retired, however, on the 

* General Nott's force was as follows : — H.M.'s 40th 
regiment, 16th Native Infantry, 38th Native Infantiy, 
Khelat-i-Ghilzee regiment : 1st brigade, under Brigadier 
Wjmer. H. M.'s 41st regiment, 2nd regiment Native 
Infantry, 42nd regiment Native Infantry, 43rd regiment 
Native Infantry : 2nd brigade, under Brigadier Stacy. 1st 
Bombay Cavalry, Christie's horse, under Captain Delamain. 
Artillery, Leslie's troop, Bombay Artillery, Blood*s bat- 
tery, Anderson's troop. Shah Soojah's four 18-pounders, 
one company English Artillery attached : Artillery under 
Major Sotheby, Bengal Artillery. 

t On entering the valley of Makoor, the camp was joined 
by a large* body of Hazarees, a tribe inhabiting the ad- 
joining mountains. This singular race of people had 
always shown a friendly disposition towards us, claiming 
kindred with Europeans as descendants of Japheth. They 
marched as far as Ghuznee with General Nott, destroying 
numerous forts and Tillages on the route, having blood- 
feuds with the inhabitants. From Ghuznee they returned 
to their mountain fastnesses, regretting the departure of 
our troops. They are a hardy and warlike people, strongly 
attached to their native hills, which they never leave un- 
less to punish aggression, which on this occasion was done 
effectually with fire and sword, a devastation which was 
unjustly attributed to our troops. 
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near approach of our troops, leaving eyident signs 
of an intention to haye contested this ground, a 
breastwork being tbitown across the road at the 
most confined and difficult point ; and had this 
ppsifcion being held it would have been no easy 
matter to have carried it. The camp was dis- 
turbed here during the night by a heavy match- 
lock fire, and on the march the following morning, 
a party of the enemy's horse made their appearance, 
and were immediately pursued by our csuv^ry, 
who overtook and cut up a number of them. 

On arriving at the head encamping ground, 
near Obah, an alarm was given that the fol- 
Ipwers were attacked ; and the cavalry being 
saddled. Captain Delamain, who commanded, 
moved out at once. Seeing a few horsemen re- 
tiring towards a low range of hills, he followed 
them, and on tumiug an angle came suddenly 
upon a strong body of the enemy: finding he 
could not cope with them, he retired agaip lei- 
surely, but was imn^ediately surrounded and 
compelled to show a bold front. A sqif adron of 
the 1st Bombay Cavalry was ordered to charge 
up an ascent, but the enemy having the advantage 
of position, drove our men back in disorder ; a 
panic ensued, and the \vhole of Captain Delamain's 
detachment fled precipi{;ately for upwards of a 
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mile, when they halted and rallied on the side of 
a nullah, a reinforcement of artillery and infantry 
having been sent from camp, on perceiving which 
the enemy moved off, bat our loss inthisaffiiir 
was most serious, two officers. Captains Reeves 
and Bury,of the Bombay Cavalry, and about thirty 
troopers havingbeen killed, and a number of officers 
and men wounded.* 

* An act of heroic devotion occurred during the retreat 
of Captain Delamain's party. Captain Christie*s horse 
fell into a dry well, placing that officerin imminent danger, 
when one of his rassildars (named Wuzer Khan) insisted 
on making oyer his horse to his commander. This Capt. 
Christie at first refused , but finding the rassildar firm, he 
consented to mount behind him : Wuzer Khan would not 
hear of this, entreating his commander to take his horse, 
assuring him that Ae Aimfe(^ could easily escape on foot. 
The enemy were at this moment close at hand, dealing 
destruction around ; and Captain Christie, seeing that both 
he and the rassildar would be killed if he delayed any 
longer, reluctantly yielded and galloped off. To his joy, 
his deliverer reached camp in safety, soon after. This 
noble fellow has obtained the three classes of the " Order 
of Merit," for distinguished acts of bravery during the 
campaigns west of the Indus. 

Inmiediatelj after this disaster, some camp followers 
were fired upon from a fort, which was surrounded and 
destroyed, but only a few women and children were found 
inside. 
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This success gave confidence to the Affghans^ 
who exaggerated onr casualties, exhibiting the 
head of one of the officers as that of General 
Nott ; and next day an immense body appeared 
on our flanks, displaying numerous flags, and 
beating their drums in triumph. 

They did not, however, venture to attack the 
column in march, but on reaching Goayne, the 
place of encampment, a heavy fire was opened 
from a small fort. As this fort was close to 
camp. General Nott determined on assaulting it, 
and moved out with a strong detachment early 
in the afternoon ; but the intervening ground 
being intersected by deep ravines, the sun had 
nearly set before the guns were in position ; the 
hills of the fort were of mud, and the gate 
blocked up ; the artillery, therefore, made no effect 
on it, and orders were given to discontinue firing, 
when suddenly (as if by magic) the adjoining 
walls were covered with the enemy, and the 
affair, from being an attack on a petty fort, be- 
came a general engagement. The enemy, led by 
Shumshoodeen (the Ghuznee chief), advanced 
boldly, opening a galling fire, from two light 
guns and innumerable matchlocks, on our co- 
lumns; our artillery, under Captain Anderson, 
gallopped promptly to the front, checking their 
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advance, and one of their guns being dismantled, 
was immediately captured; the light infantry 
crowned the heights, driving the enemy before 
them in gallant style, and the infantry columns 
swept the base of the hills, completing the victory. 
The day had almost closed, the Afighans retreat- 
ing in all directions with their only remaining 
gun, which was observed in the distance, when 
Captain Christie, with his subaltern, the gallant 
Neville Chamberlain, dashed across the plain, 
with a few horsemen, and fearlessly rushing 
amongst the dispersed parties of the enemy, cap- 
tured the gun, and defended it, until supported 
by a detachment of infantry. This was a glorious 
termination to the action ; but, strange to say, 
Christie's gallant behaviour was not even noticed ! 

Our failure against the fort doubtless embol- 
dened Shumshooden to give battle, and the result 
was his total discomfiture, with the loss of guns 
and materiel of every description, — a fortunate 
conclusion which we had no right to expect, for 
nothing but the determined bravery of the troops 
prevented the reverse, which, at this juncture, 
might have been most disastrous. 

Shumshoodeen having fled from Goayne with 
only a few followers towards Ghuznee, no oppo- 
sition was experienced until the arrival of the 
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column before that fortress. Immense bodies of 
foot and horse were observed around the walls, 
and the city was apparently occupied by the 
enemy. 

General Nott at first encamped some little 
distance to the southward of the fort, but changed 
ground the next day, taking up the same position 
which the army under Sir John Keane held before 
the first capture of Ghuznee. In effecting this 
movement, great caution was necessary, as the 
enemy threatened the entire line of march, and 
were only prevented from doing mischief by the 
artillery, which was judiciously distributed along 
the flanks, maintaining a constant and well- 
directed fire until the troops had gained the head 
position. 

Before encamping. Major Sanders, the chief 
Engineer, proceeded to reconnoitre the fortress, 
for the purpose of ascertaining the most eligible 
point for the battery. The 16th Native Infantry, 
under Captain Evans,* accompanied him on this 
duty ; and, after advancing a short distance from 

* Captain Evans had the singular good fortune of com- 
maoding the 16th regt. on this day, for which he obtained 
the brevet rank of major. Lt-Col. McLaren and Captaia 
Manning, his seniors, Were employed on line duty with 
the rear-guard. 



the column, the party was suddenly attacked by 
the enemy, who came down rapidly from the 
heights, and charged almost up to the bayonets 
of the Sepoys. 

The gallantry of Msgor Sanders was, as usual, 
most conspicuous ; exposing himself to the hottest 
file, he seemed to bear a charmed life ; showers of 
balls passing harmlessly by him, whilst he, regard- 
less of danger, pushed ahead of the party. The 
steady discipline of the Sepoys baffled every at- 
tempt to break thdx ranks ; the artillery dashed 
forward to their assistance, and opened oa. the 
enemy; the light companies ascending the 
heights, and driving them from point to point, 
till at length they gave way, and retreated in a 
body, abandoning the hills, which were imme- 
diately occupied by our troops. * A constant fire 
was kept up by the enemy, from the walls, but 
their guns were soon silenced by our artillery 
when the high ground commanding the dtadel 
was carried.* 

* The 2nd Brigade was omitted in General Nott's 
report to GoyerniDent of the ''Fall of Ghuznee/' which 
induced Brigadier Stacy to forward a respectful appeal, 
complaining of the oversight. This elicited a laconic 
teply from General Nott, in which he alleged that no 
injustice had heen done ; arguing that he was the best 
and only judge of what corps deserved notice, remarking 
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The camp was now pitched, which was scarcely 
done, when the famous gun called Zubbu Jung 
(hard hitter) rendered the position too hot for ns, 
throwing balls of 68-pounds weight with such 
precision, that every shot fell in the very centre 
of the encampment. 

Fortunately these tremendous messengers did 
little mischief, beyond killing a few camels, and 
causing general alarm ; and the camp was soon 
removed out of the range of this dangerous 
engine, to the vicinity of the village of Rosa. 

Major Sanders was busily employed during the 
remainder of the day, and for several hours at 
night, preparing ground for the battery. The 
enemy, however, evacuated the place before day- 
break, and thus Ghuznee fell once more into our 
possession, the second capture being bloodless. 

The engineers now commenced the work of 
destruction, which was completed in two days ; 
the several gateways being demolished, and the 

that if praise in such cases was indiscriminate, it would be 
of no value : an excellent and sound argument, but inap- 
plicable in this instance, the 2nd Brigade having done 
equally good service with the 1st Brigade ; the light 
companies of every corps having been engaged, and the 
16th and 42nd regiments (a corps of each brigade) having 
carried and held the heights over Ghuznee. Facts are 
stubborn things, and justice demands this explanation. 
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citadel reduced to ruins, nothiug save the mound 
on which it stood being left to mark this strong- 
hold of Affghan cruelty. 

The famous gates of Somnauth were removed 
from the tomb of Mahmoud and carefully depo- 
sited in camp ; the Governor- General having 
directed that they should be conveyed to India 
as a trophy of successful war. 

Matters having thus been so far satisfactorily 
arranged, the march was resumed, the far-famed 
Ghuznee being left a desolate ruin. 

Upwards of 300 of the unfortunate sepoys 
who had been made prisoners in this fort, were 
rescued from slavery, having effected their escape 
and joined General Nott's camp on its progress 
towards Cabul. Some of these poor creatures 
were in a wretched state of destitution, fearfully 
emaciated, and almost naked ; but the joy they 
felt in being delivered from captivity, made them 
soon forget all their misfortunes. A messenger 
arrived in camp at this time, bearing a letter from 
General Pollock announcing the march of his 
division towards Cabul, where he expected to 
arrive on the 15th of September. This intelli- 
gence had no effect in accelerating General Nott's 
movements, who continued to advance by the 
regular stages. The enemy still appeared in great 
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force, occasionally attaokiirg the line of baggage, 
and disturbing the camp at night, but never ven* 
tured to approach the column on the march until 
it arrived near the village of Maidan, where the 
country became more confined and hilly. 

At this point, the mountains were covered 
with matchlock men, and in the plains below, an 
immense body of horse had assembled. A sharp 
skirmish took place, the enemy giving way as our 
troops advanced, and the heights being crowned 
and held by the light infantry, the camp was- 
pitched near the entrance of the Maidan valley. 
Frequent alarms were given during this day ; and 
about dusk the enemy opened a heavy fire on the 
encampment from all sides, but the pickets were 
on the al^ and repelled the assailants. The 
following morning a resolute attack wa» made, 
but the disposition of the troops, and the excel- 
lent behaviour of the rear guard, which was 
composed of the 42nd and 43rd regiments of 
Native Infantry, under Majors Clarkson and 
Nash,* prevented the enemy from gaining any 

* Neither Majors Clarkson nor Nash received any dis- 
tinction for their services, though holding the command 
of regiments during the whole campaign ; this is a strange 
omission, aod should be rectified ! 
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advaotage; and about noon tlie attack oea^^v 
the Affghane disappearing in all.dir^tiona. 

This sudden, and unexpected termination of. 
hostilities was caused by the intelligence of 
Akbar Khan's defeat by General Pollock, and the 
arrival of the British troops in the vicinity of 
Cabul. 

General Nott proceeded leisurely on his route 
and encamped in the Cabul valley on the 17th of 
September, that city having been occupied the. 
previous day by General Pollock, v^ho had the 
honour of planting the British flag once more on 
the Bala Hissar. 

From this time aflfairs assumed a brighter aspect. 
Several of the prisoners joined General Pollock on 
his arrival at Cabul, and the remainder, v^th the 
exception of Captain Bygrave, bribed the per^oa . 
under v^hose charge they were placed to aid. 
their escape from Bameean. A party of Kuzzil- 
bashes, conducted by Sir R, Shakespeare, met 
them on the way ; and a brigade of troops under 
General Sale was likewise detached to the rescue : 
thus escorted they arrived in safety in General 
Pollock's camp. Their almost miraculous de- 
liverance spread universal joy throughout the 
force, and the happiness was complete when 
Captain Bygrave made his appearance soon after^ 



^■«l 
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hayiDg obtained liis liberty unconditionally from 
Akbbar Khan. The conduct of this chief to the 
captives was most unaccountable, and the humane 
and even kind treatment they experienced at his 
hands must raise him in the estimation of those 
who were previoudy disposed to consider him a 
monster of cruelty. 

The difficulty of obtaining carriage and sup- 
plies caused some delay at Cabul ; and the enemy 
being still in the vicinity, Major-General McCas- 
kill was detached with a strong force to disperse 
them. 

An engagement took place at Istaliff, in the 
Kohistan valley, in which the enemy was de- 
feated with great loss, and the place destroyed. 

Arrangements for the return of the army being 
now matured, the Great Bazaar* of Cabul was 
demolished as a lasting memorial of our visit to 
this scene of bloodshed and treachery, and the 
troops commenced their retrograde march in three 
columns, the Candahar force under General Nott 
bringing up the rear. 

For the first few days no opposition was ex- 
perienced, though small bodies of plunderers oc- 

* The body of Sir William MacNagfaten was exposed 
in this Bazaar, which was General Pollock's reason for 
destroying iL 
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casionally appeared, murdering the defenceless 
camp-followers who imprudently wandered from 
the columns. At Tezeen, however, the rear- 
guard of General Nott*s column was attacked by 
a strong party of Ghilzees, who, taking advan- 
tage of the darkness of the night, opened a de- 
structive fire from the heights, and succeeded in 
killing a number of sepoys. The guard was soon 
reinforced, and the enemy being driven from their 
position, no further mischief occurred. From this 
place until the arrival of the column at Gunda- 
muck the Ghilzees continued to follow General 
Nott ; but no formidable or organized attack took 
place, their object being to plunder the baggage, 
which they were enabled to do from the exhausted 
state of the camels. 

The army halted a few days at Jellalabad to 
destroy the defences and rest the wearied cattle, 
resuming its march again towards the Khyber 
Pass in the same order. About the centre of 
this pass (between Lundikana and Ali Mu9Jid)f 
General M'Caskill's column met with a second 
disaster ; the rear-guard having been detained on 
the march until midnight, was suddenly assailed 
by a body of Khyberrees, who rushed amongst the 
troops, and creating a panic, captured two small 
guns, killing two officers (Lieutenants Christie 

G 
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and Nicholson) of the Bengal Army, and a 
number of sepoys. 

General Nott's column was attacked the fol- 
lowing day at the same place, but the heights 
having been previously crowned, the enemy failed 
in their object, and were obliged to retire. The 
fort of Ali Musjid was blown up under the 
superintendence of Major Sanders; and from 
thence to the entrance of the Khyber, a skir- 
mish was maintained, the troops moving along 
steadily, keeping their assailants at a distance by 
a well-directed and constant fire, and at last 
cleared this formidable defile and encamped on the 
plain of Peshawur.* The Punjab was traversed 
in comfort, every want of the soldier having been 
prepared by the Governor-General, whose anxiety 
to provide for the returning army left nothing to 
desire, and after much fatigue and privation, the 
troops found themselves in the enjoyment of 
every luxury, which amply compensated for past 
discomfort and annoyance. 

* On this march, Lieutenant Terry, of the Bombay 
Artillery, a gallant and accomplished officer, was mortally 
wounded ; and Lieutenant Neville Chamberlain, who was 
bringing up the rear, was hit on the leg by a matchlock 
ball, the very last shot fired at the column, and which 
unfortunately disabled, it is feared permanently, this valu- 
able officer. 
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The "whole of the force arrived at Ferozepore 
before the end of December, 1842, where a bril- 
liant display of the military power of India took 
place, upwards of 40,000 troops of all arms being 
assembled; and after a scene of extraordinary 
pomp and grandeur, with much rejoicing, this 
formidable array dispersed, thus closing a trium- 
phant campaign, which will long be remembered 
as following one of the most disastrous chapters of 
our Indian history. 



SUPPLEMENTARY REMARKS. 



The Indian press has discussed somewhat freely 
the comparative services of Generals Pollock and 
Nott during the recent campaign, and each has 
found advocates, though the relative positions of 
the two commanders, throughout the operations, 
have not been fairly considered. 

The difficulties both had to contend with were 
great, and the names of Pollock and of Nott will 
be handed down to posterity as the leaders of one 
of the most important and successful enterprises 
in which the Army of India was ever engaged. 

A brief review of their proceedings may not 
prove uninteresting, and will form a suitable 
commentary on the foregoing narrative. 

On the outbreak of disturbances at Cabul, 
General Nott, acting with proper caution and 
foresight, made preparations to meet the emer- 
gency by concentrating his force, and collecting 
supplies. 
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On the approach of the enemy, he moved out 
and dispersed them ; and although affairs became 
daily more critical, he never for one moment 
doubted his ability to hold his position against 
the united efforts of the Affghan nation. 

On one occasion, he certainly was out-manoeu- 
vred by the enemy : still it is just to acknowledge 
that the result of the attack upon Candahar 
during his absence would seem to justify the 
supposition that a sufl&cient force was left for its 
defence. His treatment of the garrison, and omis- 
sion in his despatches of officers whose services 
deserved some acknowledgment, cannot be de- 
fended. 

His military arrangements, and the confident 
manner in which he urged the advance on Ghuznee 
and Cabul, entitle him to the highest praise; and 
the Indian Army has reason to be proud of num- 
bering in its ranks one whose high fame as a 
military commander is so universally acknow- 
ledged. 

Let us now turn to General Pollock, who, 
though employed at a later and for a shorter 
period in Affghanistan than General Nott, distin- 
guished himself equally, rendering fully as impor- 
tant service to his country. 

On assuming command at Peshawur, General 
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Pollock found his troops disaffected and dispirited. 
In this trying dilemma he evinced a degree of 
firmness and decision of character, combined with 
temper and sound judgment, which soon quelled 
the elements of disorder, and restored the confidence 
of all ranks. The passage of the Khyber afforded 
convincing proof of his military genius ; and his 
proceedings at Jellalabad, when perplexed with 
vacillating and contradictory instructions, were 
characterized by a clear perception of coming 
events, and a forethought which enabled him to 
meet the approaching struggle. 

His victories at Tezeen and on the Huft Kotul 
consummated the grand object of the expedition, 
enabling him to plant the British colours once 
more on the Bala Hissar, thus crowning his efforts 
with imperishable glory. 

Finally, the liberation of the prisoners, which, 
under Divine providence, he was instrumental in 
effecting, has established for General Pollock a 
lasting claim to gratitude in the breast of every 
Briton. 

The party-feeling that would deprive the 
late ruler of India of all credit for the suc- 
cessful termination of affairs west of the Indus^ 
cannot be too strongly condemned. Lord Ellen- 
borough, on assuming the reins of governments 
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found our eastern possessions in a most critical 
position, and those from whom he had reason to 
expect assistance and council seized with an un- 
accountable panic. 

Thrown on his own resources, his Lordship 
displayed a strength of mind and wisdom which 
secured India from impending ruin. Applying 
the means of a vast empire to repair the evil, he 
soon succeeded in restoring confidence, by pouring 
troops and materiel towards the point of danger, 
and then vested his generals with authority to 
retrieve past disasters. This act alone, for which 
the Governor-General has been censured, proved 
his clear judgment : the instructions conveyed to 
General Nott, on placing a discretionary power in 
his hands, are now matter of history, and, whether 
viewed as a military or political document, will 
ever be an invaluable guide to future Rulers of 
India. 

The British Parliament and Indian Boards 
would do well to imitate his Lordship's example, 
and, instead of attempting to legislate for a coun- 
try so far removed from their continent, and with 
reference to the government of which European 
policy is totally inapplicable, confide more fully 
in their representative, whose acts are generally 
canvassed with a degree of illiberality unbecoming 
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an enlightened nation, whose support he has a 
right to expect. 

The tone of Lord Ellenborough's proclamations, 
particularly that regarding the " Somnauth gates," 
has been made the subject of much animadversion. 
Surely some allowance might be made for the 
feelings of one suddenly relieved from an over- 
whelming load of anxiety, by a series of brilliant 
successes. The writer has reason to believe that 
the removal of this " military trophy " to Hin- 
dostan has had the very best effect throughout 
the Company's territories, having heard from the 
lips of numbers of native soldiers, that our tri- 
umphant march throughout Afghanistan was 
universally scouted and disbelieved, until the 
"famous gates" were paraded from Ferozepore 
to Agra, which at once removed all doubts on 
the subject. 

The troops have been accused of committing 
excesses during the campaign in Afighanistan, a 
charge both unjust and ungenerous. 

No army ever took the field under more trying 
circumstances ; and I fearlessly assert that fewer 
instances of cruelty occurred during the operations 
under Generals Pollock and Nott than in any 
previous war in India, although Heaven knows 
the feelings of our troops were severely tested. 
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Witnessing scenes of horror which baffle all 
power of description, the soil over which they 
marched being covered with the bones of their 
murdered countrymen, and the camp filled with 
their mutilated comrades, who had escaped death 
to linger in misery and pain, they, nevertheless, 
displayed forbearance and even humanity to the 
ruthless savages who had perpetrated these enor- 
mities. 

The hireling contributors to the Indian news- 
papers were the means of disseminating gross 
calumny, and if a doubt exists in regard to the 
evil of a free press in India, the ready publication 
of such unfounded attacks on the army as ap- 
peared in the columns of the Calcutta and 
Mofussil journals, during the recent tour in 
Affghanistan, must remove it from every un- 
prejudiced mind. 
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